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SILVER LAKE 
PO Box 69 

209 Railroad St 
Silver Lake, KS  66539 

phone: 785.582.4651  fax: 785.582.4120 

TOPEKA 
Gage Bank  

2011 SW Gage Blvd 
Topeka, KS  66604 

phone: 785.272.2270  fax: 785.272.7303 

TOPEKA 
Southwest Bank  
2100 SW Urish Rd 

Topeka, KS  66614 
phone: 785.290.2270  fax: 785.290.2273 

Convenient, Full-Service  

MAIN BANK, TOPEKA 
Jayhawk Plaza 

PO Box 8330, 201 NW Hwy 24  
Topeka, KS  66608 

phone: 785.232.0102  fax: 785.232.4010      

www.silverlakebank.com       
     Toll Free 877.232.0102 

Check us out on:   

Banking Online. Be Smart. Be Safe. 
 

We hear repeatedly how hackers are becoming more sophisticated and  
continue to target online financial transactions. This information isn't new but 
does bear repeating. Silver Lake Bank will never ask you for your user name 
or passwords. If you call us for help, we'll ask you for information to help 
identify you! Protect yourself by choosing a user name and password that 
mixes it up a bit. For example, use both lower and upper case letters,     
numbers and maybe a symbol or two. Safeguard your password and don't 
share it with others. When you're done conducting your online transactions, 
be sure to click the logoff icon, rather than closing the page. This action 
takes you safely out of your program. Read the statements we send        
reflecting itemized account activity. If something doesn't look right, call and 
tell us.    
 

Does your computer have anti-virus software and a firewall in place? If not, 
get that corrected immediately. A firewall is software or hardware that 
checks information coming from the Internet or a network, and then either 
blocks it or allows it to pass through to your computer, depending on 
your settings. Even if you think you have nothing on your computer that 
would interest anyone, a virus could completely disable your computer, or 
someone could use your computer to help spread viruses to other          
computers without your knowledge. Be safe! 

This past year has been full of economic challenges, both at home in the 
U.S. and abroad. Consumers are concerned over the safety of their        
hard-earned savings. I want to assure you that we remain a strong, sound,   
well-capitalized financial institution. Silver Lake Bank embraces a             
philosophy of conservatism and maintains discipline in our business        
decisions. We believe that financial strength, personal service and a      
commitment to customers and community has made us the strong bank we 
are today. And, we pledge to continue bringing value to your banking      
experience. 
 

As we are in the midst of the holiday season, it's time to reflect upon our 
many blessings. At the top of the list is family and friends. Let's all be      
reminded of those less fortunate, those who don't have enough food to eat 
and those separated from loved ones. Our community provides many     
opportunities to give back by volunteering during the holidays. We are 
thankful for the many freedoms we enjoy as Americans and our hearts are 
full of gratitude to the men and women who fight to preserve them - a debt 
of service we can never repay. Thanks for being customers and friends of   
Silver Lake Bank. We genuinely appreciate your business and are proud of 
the trust you've placed in us for over one hundred years. Thank you for your 
continued support.  
 

Happy Holidays to one and all! 
Patrick R. Gideon 
President 

Silver Lake Bank is working to reduce the printing and mailing of  paper  
notices. Did you know that receiving notices through secure email avoids 
the threat of mailbox theft and the extra time it takes for postal mail         
delivery? Ask us about making the switch to eStatements and electronically 
delivered loan notices. Go green with us.  
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Crisis Should Compel Congress to Act. 
 

WASHINGTON—Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner said Europe's smoldering fiscal crisis should compel Congress 
to pass legislation that boosts the economy, warning that continued global pressures are constraining U.S. growth.  
Mr. Geithner also said there were "lots of ways" the European Central Bank could "play a more effective, supportive 
role" in resolving the European crisis, though he didn't specify what the ECB might do.  His remarks, delivered at The 
Wall Street Journal's CEO Council conference in Washington, D.C., came as the ECB faces growing pressure to act 
as lender of last resort for struggling nations.  
 
The White House and Mr. Geithner are juggling simultaneous challenges, trying to help European leaders resolve their 
financial crisis while pushing a jobs package despite opposition from skeptical Republicans. Mr. Geithner said he    
constantly monitors the situation in Europe and is willing to help leaders and finance ministers navigate their political 
challenges. He chose an American football analogy for gauging Europe's progress, likening it to "three yards and a 
cloud of  dust."  But he said the problems in Europe reinforce the need for Congress to reach a deal on U.S. growth 
because of the potential spillover of a crisis. "Particularly because of problems caused by Europe," Congress should 
"enact sensible, substantial, powerful things in order to make growth stronger," he said.  Other U.S. policy makers and 
top executives speaking at the conference found few silver linings for the world economy.  
 
The outlook for Europe's ability to contain its debt crisis was seen as dire, with former U.S. Treasury Secretary       
Lawrence Summers warning of the "consistent failure" of euro-area officials. The bottom line from executives: Hope for 
a quick turnaround in growth is likely impossible, as developed economies in Europe and the U.S. seek to reduce debt 
burdens in ways that tamp demand needed to boost growth. "I think the best case is a slow grind for many years," said 
Fred Crawford, the CEO of AlixPartners, a consulting firm.  
 
International Monetary Fund Deputy Director Zhu Min said that if Italy, Greece and other European countries quickly fix 
their public finances without hurting growth excessively, the Continent will be able to overcome the crisis. He warned 
however, that "nobody will be immune" if it deteriorates further. Mikhail Shamolin, CEO of diversified Russian          
conglomerate JSFC Sistema, adopted a more optimistic tone, saying the global economy "is going to stumble, but I 
don't think we're going to crash." He added: "I think people will figure it out in Europe, I think people will figure it out in 
the U.S., and I think growth in India and China will fuel the global growth."  
 
Mr. Geithner didn't offer new solutions for how to break the political logjam in Washington. House Majority Leader Eric 
Cantor (R., Va.), speaking ahead of Mr. Geithner, said Republicans were also focused on jobs and economic growth 
but offered a much different view of the best way forward. He likened Republicans to a "blocking minority" in         
Washington and said their strategy was at times to prevent "injurious" public policy being advanced by the White 
House and congressional Democrats.                       Damian Paletta, www.wsj.com, dtd 11.15.11  

Is it a Cold or the Flu?   

Both colds and flu are caused by viruses, and both share the symptoms of fatigue, cough, and nasal congestion. 
Colds, however, are restricted to the nose, throat, and surrounding air passages. Most colds are not accompanied by 
fever, chills, or the more severe symptoms identified with flu, and recovery is faster. Flu is almost always more severe 
than a cold and hits suddenly with aches, a high fever, and chills.  
 

The flu typically runs its course in about a week, although you may feel uncomfortable for several weeks. With colds 
and flu, you're most contagious during the first 48 hours.  
 

Home Treatment   
Check out the following tips to feel better fast.  

�� Drink Fluids - drinking at least eight - 8 oz. glasses of fluid daily thins your mucus. Hot drinks and soups are 
very effective too.  

�� Humidify - moisture helps. Use the shower, a humidifier, or breathe over a bowl of hot water.  
�� Get Rest - going to work with a cold won't make it worse, but keep in mind you are contagious in the first 48 

hours.  
�� Gargle - gargle three times daily with salt water. Salt helps sterilize the bacteria in the back of your throat and 

promotes healing of inflamed tissues.  
�� Don't Take Antibiotics - unless there's solid medical evidence you have a secondary bacterial infection.  
�� Take an Over-the-Counter Remedy - Take single-ingredient products only as needed and directed. Make sure 

you read the label warnings and only take something if you really need it. Be careful about interactions       
between over-the-counter and prescribed medications.     A Publication of the 2011 Wellness Council of America, www.welcoa.org 
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Congratulations to Heritage Christian School! 
 

Heritage Christian School, located at 2000 NW Clay St, Topeka, had a big celebration to burn the mortgage on           
September 17, 2011. Following an afternoon of activities at the school carnival and family picnic, a short ceremony 
was held to burn the mortgage. A wonderful fireworks display added to the excitement in celebrating this successful 
accomplishment. Judy Hafner, Jayhawk Branch Manager, attended the event and had this to say, “Silver Lake Bank 
is happy to  extend our support in congratulating the patrons and their strong commitment to the education of their 
children. Paying off a mortgage in a 2 year time period is a big accomplishment.” 
 

Silver Lake Bank looks forward to partnering with Heritage Christian School in future expansion projects at the school. 

Holiday Healthy Gift Ideas 
 
Winter holidays – what do you envision during the holidays?  Eating gifts of homemade cookies, pies, fudge,          
indulging on eggnog and other high-fat treats?   
 
Good food is one of the pleasures of the holidays, though like most good pleasures it should be consumed in       
moderation.  Encouraging healthy eating and participation in physical activity daily, whether inside or outdoors, will 
lessen the stress of the holidays.   
 
Consider food gifts that can promote healthy eating, such as giving a box of fresh fruit and nuts, or a collection of 
gourmet teas and coffees, instead of the rich box of chocolates that adds inches to the waistline!  Kitchen stores carry 
a variety of juicers, vegetable steamers, and recipe books which make great gifts. Or, purchase a special baking or 
serving set with all of the ingredients necessary to make a ‘healthy’ recipe.  The outdoor grill is yet another way to       
prepare foods during the holiday – grill it instead of frying. Purchase a gift of a new apron, spices, rubs and           
thermometer for the grill-master to try.   
 
Walking trails, hiking and jogging can be enjoyed by a variety of ages and in all types of weather conditions. Families 
with kids may appreciate a pass to a local recreation or sports center to encourage physical activity. Think about    
purchasing athletic clothing, a pedometer and include a map of a state or national park or zoo. Another idea is to give 
a subscription to a healthy living magazine or sports magazine for new adventure ideas.   
 
This year think about gifts for your friends and family with their health in mind!   

Silver Lake Bank Drawing Contest - Saving  for a Br ight Future! 

2nd and 3rd graders may enter  the "Silver Lake Bank Encourages Saving for a Bright Future" drawing contest     
between the dates of December 1 - 31.  Artwork will be displayed at Silver Lake Bank locations January 2 - 31. 
Prizes awarded at each location; $25 Best Overall Design/Idea, $10 Best Creative Design, $10 Best Creative Idea. 
Entry forms are available at our bank locations or may be downloaded from our website at www.silverlakebank.com  

Silver Lake Bank Staff Volunteer  

Bank staff enjoyed a unique United Way campaign this 
year. After three weeks of learning how to Live United 
through enrichment material provided and daily quizzes, the        
campaign culminated with the Third Annual SLB Olympics. 
The event paired staff into teams for participation in an   
obstacle course which included wearing blindfolds, tricycles 
and other embarrassing type activities. Special thanks goes 
to event coordinators from our Gage Branch, Meagan King 
and Jennifer Borjon, as well as bank staff contributing.  

SLB will again participate in the United Way's 2011 Christmas Bureau by adopting a family. We appreciate              
coordinators Melissa Beard and Patti Burris, Jayhawk Main Bank staff, who are organizing the bank's effort to collect 
gifts for the family’s Christmas celebration and food for their holiday dinner.  
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Chocolate Cookie Bar 
 

20 crème-filled chocolate sandwich cookies (about half of an 18-ounce package) 
2 2/3 cups white chocolate chips or 2 2/3 cups semisweet chocolate chips 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
 

Line a 9-inch-square baking pan with waxed paper. Coat the paper with nonstick  
spray; set it aside. Pour the cookies into a large bowl and break them into small  
pieces by hand or with the back of a wooden spoon, a job kids will love! 
 

Melt the white chocolate chips, or the semisweet chips, in a large microwave safe bowl according to the  package    
directions (add the extract after the chips have melted). Remove from the microwave and quickly fold in the 
cookie pieces with a spatula. Scrape the mixture into the prepared pan and spread to about a ½ inch thickness. 
Refrigerate until solid, about 1 hour. 
 

Remove the bark from the pan and carefully peel off the waxed paper. Set the bark on a cutting board. Using a 
sharp knife, cut the bark into 12 bars for wrapping or 24 triangles for boxing. Store in an airtight container. 
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Our Check Cards 
 
We are pleased to offer the School Spirit Check Card 
Program in partnership with two school  districts at 
present; Seaman and Silver Lake. Each card        
features the school's mascot. The School Spirit 
Check Card can be used at ATM's or for retail, 
phone, mail and online purchases, just like a regular 
check card. The School District will earn funds for 
signature based purchase transactions. There is no 
cost to you or the school.   
 

In addition, we offer a unique HSA Check Card for 
health care purchases. Customers opening a HSA 
checking account with SLB will benefit from the    
convenience and ease of payment.  
 

Our check cards are FREE! With many other        
institutions beginning to assess check card fees, we 
want to remind you that there is no monthly fee or 
transaction fee associated with Silver Lake Bank 
Check Cards!   

Scott Hughes Joins the Wakarusa Valley Development Inc. Board of Directors 

Silver Lake Bank is happy to announce that Scott Hughes, Silver Lake Bank Vice President, has joined the board 
of directors of Wakarusa Valley Development Inc. Wakarusa Valley Development is a non-profit organization, 
established in 1986 by the U.S. Small Business Administration to promote economic development in Kansas by 
lending to new and growing businesses. Silver Lake Bank believes that partnering with Wakarusa Valley         
Development will help our small business customers find financing solutions. Call on Scott today for assistance 
with financing needs to acquire real estate or large  equipment for your new or growing business.  Scott has    
offices at  both our Southwest Bank and Jayhawk Main Bank. 

Savings Bond Purchases Available Online Only!  

Beginning in January, 2012, savings bonds can no longer be  purchased at financial institutions. Instead, they 
can be purchased exclusively through TreasuryDirect, a secure web-based system in operation since 2002. This 
website offers individuals the ability to both purchase and convert bonds free of charge. Payment for purchases 
can come directly from your Silver Lake Bank account. The paper bond redemption process can still occur at the 
bank. For more information about how to enroll in TreasuryDirect, visit www.treasurydirect.gov. 
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